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.the height of 300 feet the dew is too light to produce either rot in the berry of the grapevine or
mildew on its leaves. Hence we understand why the thermal zone is both warm and dry. I will not
venture to say that the grape will never rot within the limits of that zone, but I can say that the
Catawba grape is altogether unreliable when planted in our low valleys, but where the vines are
growing on the slopes of the mountains they have not failed to ripen their fruit for more than 30
years, whether the season was wet or dry. It is a fact that all attempts to cultivate the grape in our
low damp valleys have utterly failed, the plants invariably being destroyed by mildew on the leaves,
while the few vines that grow upon the small farms lying...
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